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Final Call for a Spiritual Revival in the Patriarchate of Jerusalem 

The Requests of the Clergy and People of the Arab Flock 

 

June 3
rd

, 2014 

 

Your All-Holiness, 

Your Beatitudes, 

Your Eminences, Your Graces, 

Reverend Fathers and Brothers,  

 

The content of this letter was formulated with great concern and anxiety about the destiny 

of the Orthodox faithful of the Church of Jerusalem and of the Orthodox Church generally, which 

today is facing enormous problems and challenges. However, some are covering all of this under 

a slogan, that a group of Arab Orthodox racists wants to Arabize the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 

 

Truly, all of those who are taking upon their shoulders the initiative to reveal and explain 

what is happening in the ecclesiastical field of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, have received threats 

in place of being met with thanks, and now sanctions are being imposed against them in a bizarre 

way by the leadership of the Patriarchate until the threats have reached persecution, expulsion and 

deposition.  

 

Nevertheless, we should call things by their name regardless of the consequences, because 

our objective is the good of the Church, and we are not interested in personal benefit or vainglory. 

If personal benefit had been our objective, we would have shown partiality with hypocritical 

obedience, which is well-known in ecclesiastical circles. 

 

We are putting our ecclesiastical future in imminent danger for the sake of the truth, so 

that all will know the reality of the problems. Afterwards, we shall leave them to the judgment of 

God because we believe that the dereliction of duty by those responsible serves other 

interests, and this makes us entertain doubts about their being good shepherds for us, because the 

good shepherd lays down his own life to save the sheep from the wolves. Therefore, we charge 

them with the responsibility in what is happening and what will happen because they will answer 

before God on the Day of Judgment.  
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Since we are indeed members of the Arab flock and we live the problems and afflictions 

of the faithful and the attacks to which they are subjected from heretics and those holding 

innovations, by reason of the dereliction of duty of the leadership of the Church, and from the 

duty of the responsibility we have repeatedly placed before our Patriarch Theophilos our 

problems and the anxiety of the flock in the presence of the Chief Secretary and the other 

hierarchs of the Patriarchate. We waited a long time for the response of the Patriarch and the 

Synod, but our wait was in vain. 

 

We have returned once again with all love and humility, presenting our Old New 

demands, but we have fallen on deaf ears. They have gone to the extreme of accusing us of being 

anti-Greek and of wanting to replace the current Patriarch with another — an Arab one. Truly we 

make it known that indeed accusing us of this is a BIG LIE because we are not driven by a 

nationalistic motive. We indeed love the Greek State and we respect the role it has played for the 

sake of the Holy Sites and for the sake of our Orthodoxy in the Middle East. 

 

Our demands are clear, spiritual, pastoral and on a canonical basis:   

1. We demand that it be permitted for young men and women from our flock to be enrolled in 

monasticism, a matter which the current leadership does not allow, rather keeping a small 

number of Arab monastics under the justification that the local youth are not interested in 

monasticism like they claim. When one of the Arab faithful desires monasticism, they place 

before him thousands of obstacles and leave him years in the appearance of waiting. 

Meanwhile the person who is of Greek origins is accepted by the Brotherhood immediately 

regardless of his moral qualifications and is ordained without delay — nothing more than 

because he is Greek. This has become a reason for the departure of dozens of the clergymen 

and hierarchs, from the Arab sons of the Church of Jerusalem, to serve today in other 

Orthodox churches. Is this the loving care of the Mother Church? Is this Christian 

Justice? 

 

2. We demand that there be hieromonks - spiritual fathers who know the Arabic language fluently 

to receive the faithful in the Mystery of Holy Confession, this great Mystery which helps in 

directing the life of the faithful towards perfection and in guiding them to the road of 

salvation, especially in the difficult environment in which they find themselves. 
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3. We demand the recognition of the first monastery for nuns which was founded in 1999 in 

Jordan with the blessing of the late Patriarch Diodoros in the region of Dibeen, erected from 

the foundation through the labors of Archimandrite Christophoros Atallah; The monastery is 

accommodating a number of nuns and novices, and has become a spiritual center in Jordan 

for thousands of believers. 

 

4. We demand the foundation of a theological seminary for instructing the youth in Orthodox 

Christian education and preparing them for teaching the Christian truth in schools, in order to 

have the power against the confrontation of the heterodox propaganda and to contribute 

towards the foundation and nourishment of the spiritual life on the basis of Orthodox 

doctrine, and that Sunday schools be established in all villages and towns, because what 

currently exists is not enough. The utter non-existence of the seminary has caused many of 

the youth to turn to Roman Catholic and Protestant schools, and gradually they have been 

taken into the field of the Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy. Despite all that, our 

ecclesiastical leadership does not protest and is not pained, and this is what makes us ask: Are 

they real shepherds? Because the good shepherd leaves the ninety-nine sheep and searches for 

the one who is lost. 

  

5. We demand that there be metropolises or episcopies (the diocesan system), in order that  

spiritual activities, pastoral responsibility and the institutional work of the Church be carried 

out, so that all matters will not be waiting for the Patriarch's authorization, because 

unfortunately in our Patriarchate there do not exist pastoral metropolitans but only titular 

(honorary) ones, and as a result of that the flock has come to be without shepherds, and truly 

if this affair continues, it will be the ruin of the future of Orthodoxy in our country. 

 

6. We also demand that some individuals of the flock be in the administration of the Church. The 

leadership today is represented by members of the laity working with it. Who are these? They 

are individuals who are ignorant of the Church, even if they are Christians, they do not 

partake in or discern the essence of the Holy Mysteries of our Church. They have not partaken 

of Holy Communion since their baptism, and the leadership presents them as "notable 

representatives" of the flock taking a position in society. We demand that there be a say in 

the ecclesial affairs belonging to faithful individuals who live the sacramental life of the 

Church, so that they do not feel that they are foreigners and exiles inside their country and 

their own Mother Church, where today the authority and rights belong to foreign clerics who 

do not know the customs nor the traditions nor the language of our country, and some of them 
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embarrass the local clergy and faithful by reason of their shocking conduct, and it is 

distressing that in the last couple of years there have come to us unknown priests advanced in 

age. This is all on the account of the role of the Patriarchal School - whose now in fact is 

disabled - which used to be the headspring that nourished the Brotherhood of the Holy 

Sepulcher, where Greeks and Arabs were living equally, but today the number of students 

there does not surpass 7-8, being of Greek origins. 

 

7. We demand a real canonical basis for the structure of the Holy Synod. The current structure of 

the Holy Synod is done in a way which only pleases the Patriarch, because he believes that 

the Synod of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem is nothing but an advisory committee of a 

monastery. Verily the Patriarch appoints whom he deems to be "suitable" in his point of view. 

Verily the members of the Holy Synod represent neither the people nor the dioceses where 

they have no flock, with the exception of two of the archbishops, and several of the members 

of the Synod are archimandrites, and so that to hold onto their seats and their positions in the 

Synod and not fall out of the Patriarch’s favor and so that the archimandrites can become 

archbishops, the members of the Holy Synod become like the fish which has no voice. And if 

one of the members of the Holy Synod dares to contradict the opinion of the Patriarch, he is 

expelled from the Synod. On the basis of that, what are the expectations, qualifications 

and aspirations for a better future for our Church? 

 

These are the demands that we place before our spiritual leadership and for which we 

strive with humility and love for our ecclesiastical leadership, which for several years has shut its 

ears and worse than that, has misunderstood our intentions and distorted our motives. 

 

You be the judge! Whether these demands of ours are on a non-Christian or anti-Greek 

basis, and if you deem them unjust and irrational from a pastoral, ecclesiological and canonical 

standpoint; then we are ready to receive any punishment or repression. 

 

We are ready and willing for any dialogue possible to bring positive results, although we 

have doubts of success, since we have tried in the past few years several times, but it was all in 

vain. 

 

We recognize that the local churches do not interfere in the internal affairs of another 

Church. 
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However, the issue here is not an internal matter, the issue here is the destruction of the 

Orthodox Church in the Holy Land, and this is a serious matter for the Universal Orthodox 

Church. 

 

If one member suffers then the whole body suffers  and is afflicted. We must not forget 

this instruction. 

 

Two years ago, the Orthodox organizations and the flock signed a letter of more than 

6,000 persons addressed to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew presenting the problem, a copy of 

which we forward to you. 

 

Therefore, we kindly ask you to intervene to put an end to the uncanonical administration 

followed by the Patriarch in the Church of Jerusalem. We hold out hope for your intervention in 

any manner that you deem fit, before we mourn Orthodoxy on the ruins of Holy Zion. 

 

Archbishop Theodosios of Sebastia  

 

Archimandrite Christophoros Atallah 

 

Archimandrite Meletios Bassal 

 

Archimandrite Athanasios Kakish 

 


